
Interim holding facility

The interim holding facility provides safe storage for recovered chemical warfare materiel.

The U.S. Army Non-Stockpile Chemical 
Materiel Project (NSCMP) uses interim holding 
facilities (IHF) to provide safe, temporary 
storage for recovered non-stockpile chemical 
materiel at sites where storage facilities, 
such as igloos and bunkers, are unavailable. 
Recovered chemical munitions require safe 
and secure storage pending destruction. 

NSCMP developed stringent construction 
and safety requirements for the IHF. The 
IHF’s design allows for the installation 
of a chemical agent filtration system, 
if necessary. Construction consists 
of fireproof and corrosion-resistant 

materials. Light switches and fixtures, 
outlets and air conditioners must meet 
strict non-explosive design requirements 
to reduce the risk of fire inside the IHF. 
Additionally, the IHF includes a secondary 
containment area below the floor that 
would contain liquids should a leak occur. 

The IHF includes high-security locks and 
is enclosed in a fenced area. Automatic 
lights attached to the IHF maximize 
lighting at night. Additionally, a visual 
security system and agent monitoring of 
the IHF is conducted until the recovered 
items are removed for treatment. 
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